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The Crown Prince continued to hope that Bavaria might retain
Salzburg, and went to St. Stephen's Cathedral to pray for it. The
venerable building made a great impression upon him. 'Such a
church is a witness to bygone generations throughout the
centuries. How many prayers have been offered up to God there!
How many tears have been shed there, tears of repentance, of
sorrow and of joy. How many couples have been united there....'

In the meantime an almost complete rupture had taken place
between the chief powers at the Conference table, in spite of
all the festivities which were used to conceal the real state of
affairs from the outside world. 'At no Congress/ stated a confi-
dential report on gth December, 1814, 'has secrecy been so well
preserved. There is no leakage. The gentlemen are all ashamed
to let it be known that nothing is being done: that is the real
secret.'1 The reason lay in the impossibility of coming to an
agreement about a division of the spoil amongst the Allies.
Talleyrand, France's representative, said to Prince Eug&ne
on one occasion: 'The dinner will soon be over, and I fear we shall
have cannon-balls for dessert.'2

The victorious powers were indeed so much at variance with
each other that hope began to revive amongst the vanquished
French. Even Napoleon on Elba scented the first breath of
dawn. Prussia must not be allowed to annex Saxony, and Poland
must not be given to Russia. On 3rd January, 1815, Austria,
France, and England had concluded a treaty against Prussia
and Russia; and there was talk of a war in which Bavaria would
fight on the side of France.

In spite of all this, the Princes continued their life of indulgence.
Only Ludwig of Bavaria found no more pleasure in it. At a
banquet given by the Archduke Anton, Grand Master of the
Teutonic Order, the young princes threw bread pellets at each
other, and then threw the contents of the salt cellars into each
other's eyes, which all resulted in great noise and disturbance.
The non-combatants on both sides suffered most. After the meal
the noise began in real earnest: Prince Karl of Bavaria tried
to jump over a table, and in doing so knocked over the old Duke
of Sachsen-Teschen, who laughed and did not mind. That was
too much for the Bavarian Crown Prince; he was far too depressed
by the dark clouds which were gathering over the Congress whilst

1  Weil, Pdizeibericht to Hager, Vienna, 9th. December, 1814, p. 660.

2  Weil, Polizeibericht to Hager, Vienna, 3rd November, 1814, p. 457.